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were part of the official inauguration ceremony
of then California Lt. Governor Cruz
Bustamante where they performed in full rega-
lia at the State’s Capitol. Chief Atwell has met
many political leaders, including having had
the honor to talk with Vice President Al Gore
and President Bill Clinton at the White House.
Certainly known for his candor and forthright-
ness, though always in a quiet manner, Chief
Atwell had the occasion to meet Governor
Schwarzenegger where he shared some very
pointed comments, causing a national news
story; a moment he remains proud of, on be-
half of his tribe. Tribes across the country
have come to count on Chief Atwell for his po-
litical savvy, keen knowledge and intense wis-
dom.

Wed to his sweetheart, Jeanette, Clarence
and Jeanette’s blended family includes sons,
Rufus, Aub and Curtis and daughters Cheryl
and Kimberly.

Chief Clarence Atwell, Jr., has endured
much in his lifetime, and it is at this cross-
roads that | ask my colleagues to join me in
acknowledging the fine deeds of Chief Clar-
ence Atwell, Jr. and wish him and his family
well as he embarks upon his retirement.

———

HONORING EARLVILLE
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the outstanding results
achieved by Earlville Elementary School in
Earlville, lowa by being named a 2009 No
Child Left Behind-Blue Ribbon School.

The program honors elementary, middle and
high schools that are superior academically or
that demonstrate dramatic gains in student
achievement to high levels. Students at
Earlville Elementary School ranked in the top
10 percent on state tests.

Earlville Elementary School is one of six
lowa Schools receiving the honor this year.
This is a true credit to the staff and teachers
who continually challenge students to want
more and be better.

Madam Speaker, | am extremely proud of
the accomplishments of Earlville Elementary
School and its Principal, JoAnn Swinton. Earn-
ing this award shows strength and persistence
and | am proud to serve these fine students in
Congress.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ONE HUNDRED
FIFTH BIRTHDAY OF ROWENA
ELLISON

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the one hundred
fifth birthday of Rowena Ellison on September
25, 2009.

Rowena Ellison was born in Minnieville, Vir-
ginia at the Windsor Farm on September 25,
1904. Rowena was the fourth of eight children
born to Luther Windsor and Minnie Alexander.
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She married Roy Ellison from Texas and
moved to Alexandria, Virginia in 1936. To-
gether they raised five children, each of whom
graduated from George Washington High
School. Rowena Windsor has 13 grand-
children and 16 great-grandchildren. Rowena
was widowed in 1969. She continues to live in
Alexandria with the help of her children.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SALINAS
PUBLIC LIBRARY, SUNDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 27, 2009

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Salinas
Public Libraries in Salinas, California. In 1907,
the Salinas Civic Club received $10,000 from
Andrew Carnegie to create a public library.
Over the next 2 years they raised another
$4,000, purchased a site and collected books
from the Odd Fellows, the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union, and Daughters of the
American West libraries. On September 5,
1909, the doors opened for the first time to the
Carnegie Public Library.

A city-wide financial crisis in 2005 threat-
ened closure of the library. This very real dan-
ger was nationally publicized and was featured
in the movie The Hollywood Librarian. The
residents of Salinas passed a measure to fund
all library operations for 10 years. Today the
Library Commission and Friends of the Sali-
nas Public Library raise thousands of dollars
for children’s programs, and partner with other
community organizations and foundations to
ensure that the libraries remain open, giving
needed services to the community.

All through this year the library celebrated
the rich history of the people of Salinas, gath-
ering and displaying over 5,000 historic photo-
graphs, paintings of old Salinas adobes, oral
histories of prominent residents, historical pa-
pers, and other documents. The anniversary
was the catalyst for public programs and ex-
hibits of the memories of the people and
places of Salinas. The Centennial voices of
children, youth and adults became part of the
new collection of voices in the Library.

Madam Speaker, the three branches of the
Salinas Library—John Steinbeck, Cesar Cha-
vez and El Gabilan—encourage reading, and
provide materials and services to help mem-
bers of the community meet their personal, in-
formational, educational, and cultural needs.
This is the mission statement of the library,
and the 42 dedicated employees more than
live up to this goal. | know | speak for the
whole House in saluting the community of Sa-
linas on this joyous occasion.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on rollcall No. 733 had | been
present, | would have voted “no.”

September 25, 2009

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
EXTENSION ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 22, 2009

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3548, the Unemploy-
ment Compensation Extension Act.

This critical legislation would extend unem-
ployment benefits by up to 13 weeks in states
with high unemployment, such as my home
state of California, where the unemployment
rate has reached a record 12.2 percent.

In California alone, this bill will provide addi-
tional benefits for over 150,000 jobless work-
ers who would otherwise exhaust their unem-
ployment benefits before the end of this year.

These new benefits will help the millions of
Californians who have lost their jobs through
no fault of their own feed their families, heat
their homes and pay their mortgages.

Extending these benefits is also one of the
most cost-effective and fast-acting ways to
stimulate the economy because the money is
spent quickly. According to Moody’s Econ-
omy.com, every $1 spent on unemployment
benefits generates $1.63 in new economic de-
mand.

There is no question that this legislation is
needed. Yes, our economy is beginning to re-
cover. But millions are still out of work and
struggling to stay afloat.

| support this bill because it will provide real
money for real workers who need it in Cali-
fornia and across the nation.

| urge my colleagues to join me in voting
yes on H.R. 3548.

———

CONGRATULATING SAINT MARK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
AS THEY CELEBRATE THEIR 130-
YEAR ANNIVERSARY

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 25, 2009

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Saint Mark Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on their 130-year anni-
versary. The church, located in McKinney,
Texas, will be hosting anniversary services on
October 9, 2009.

Saint Mark Missionary Baptist Church was
founded in 1879 by Reverend Jones and Rev-
erend Dick White, who conducted prayer serv-
ices in the homes of their members, many of
whom were freed American slaves.

Through a commitment to ministry and mis-
sion work, the church serves to enrich the
community within its own congregation as well
as the surrounding Dallas-Forth Worth areas.
The church has undergone numerous expan-
sions, helping them grow to provide more re-
sources for their community. Recently they ac-
quired over 2 acres in north Texas to accom-
modate a growing membership.

Madam Speaker, today it is my honor to
recognize the Saint Mark Missionary Baptist
Church. They have demonstrated a level of
commitment to community that is well appre-
ciated, and serves as an example for us all.
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